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dispute with Abyssinia moving towards the climax,
and no authoritative word of caution addressed to
Mussolini, At last the step was taken of sending
Mr. Eden to try and deflect the Duce from his chosen
course. The interview was not a success. The
position of Minister for League of Nations Affairs, to
which Mr. Eden had just been appointed upon his
promotion to the Cabinet, was not such as to com-
mend him to Mussolini; nor did the two men find in
each other a sympathetic personality. Apart from
these considerations, however, the time was too late
to expect the Italian Dictator, with his reputation for
infallibility to consider, to draw back. Not at any
rate unless he was given a golden ladder by which to
descend. It is understood that Mr. Eden's tactics
were somewhat brusque, and Mussolini was given the
impression that he was expected to slither down the
drainpipe before his house collapsed over his head.
The result was that Mussolini pursued his designs
unchecked, and early in October invaded Abyssinia
with Italian troops.

This is not the place to rehearse the merits of the
Abyssinian dispute. It is perhaps sufficient to say
here that the Italian point of view met with too scant
a comprehension in this country, and that enthu-
siasts for the League of Nations presented a somewhat
fanciful picture of the government and conditions
obtaining in Abyssinia. What is important to consider
here is the effect of the whole episode upon the
European situation. The lead in calling for the im-
position of Sanctions was taken by Great Britain,
where the demand for it was personified by Mr.
Eden, of whom critics alleged that sudden rise to
international stardom in the world of politics had
gone to his head, M. Laval and the French Govern-
ment were lukewarm about a project which appeared
to risk so much in order to gain so little. As in so